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Devarim 22:6-7
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Should a bird’s nest find you by happenstance on the
way in any tree or on the ground, chicks or eggs, and the
mother is hovering over the chicks or over the eggs, do
not take the mother with the children.

Send away the mother and you can take the children for
yourself so that it will be good for you and you will live a
long life.
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Devarim Rabbah 6:1
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...and why is the baby circumcised at 8 days?
Because God bestowed His mercy on him, to wait
until [the baby] has enough strength. And just as
God’s mercy is on people, so is His mercy on
animals. From where do we know this? As it says,
from the 8th day on...and not only that, but the
Holy Blessed One said, don’t slaughter it and its
child in one day.

And just as the Holy Blessed One bestowed His
mercy on the animals, so He was filled with mercy
for the birds. From where do we know this? As it
says, should a bird’s nest find you by
happenstance.
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Berachot 33b
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Mishnah: One who says [in prayer], “Your mercy should
arrive even to the bird’s nest!” or “Your name should be
remembered for good” or “we thank, we thank” - they

silence him.

Gemara: ...But, what is the reason for [censoring], “Your
mercy should arrive even to the bird’s nest!”? Two
Palestinian Amoraim argued about this: R’ Yosi bar Avin
and R’ Yosi bar Zevida. One said: Because it casts jealousy
into creation. And the other said: Because it constructs the
Holy Blessed One’s attributes as mercy when they are

actually edicts.
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And indeed it appears that the intent of the
Midrash is to establish that God’s mercy
extends to all of the creations, as it is written
His mercy is on all of his handiwork. The
explanation of the idea is that a person has
mercy on another person and not on an
animal. Because a person doesn’t understand
the “mindset” of an animal at all. Therefore a
person doesn’t really have compassion inside
them for [the animal]. Because the notion of
the mindset and the compassion of the animal
is not at all understood by the person. And
similarly, the angels don't understand the
mindset of a person and [people] are like
animals to [the angels]. But, Blessed God who
knows everything also knows the mindset of
the angels and humanity and animals and
every single creature. Therefore His
compassion is on all of His creations. And
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Blessed God knows that the compassion of a
mother[bird] on her chicks in the case of if you
were to take the mother with the children. And
similarly if you were to slaughter it and its child
in the same day. And in truth, God has instilled
in the nature of each creature a type of
compassion, in a recognized quantity... And
this is what it means when it says that they are
only decrees, that God decreed that there
would be compassion in each creaturein a
recognized quantity.
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And one can explain this according to what is
written in the book Obligations of the Heart
(Bahya ibn Pakuda) in his explanation of what
the difference is between God’s beneficence to
humanity and a person’s beneficence to
another person. Because [when a person is
good to another person] it is all really for his
own benefit. Even the rich person who has
pity on the impoverished person because the
pain of the poor person hurts him, he intends
to push off the pain from himself...We have
learned from his words that the mercy that
God has is not of the same kind as the mercy
of a person, because the type of human mercy
is not applicable to God. Because everything is
from Blessed God and any pain that comes to
a person comes from God’s ruling. So mercy is
not applicable to Him, but rather so God
decreed - that the world be conducted with
the attribute of mercy. Therefore God is called
“Master of Mercy.” Because He is not like
human beings whose mercy overcomes them.
To the contrary! The Holy Blessed One
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controls mercy and He bestows His mercy on
everything. And these are the words of the
Midrash: Just as God bestowed (placed) His
mercy on People so He did to Animals, that
everything is a decree from Him.
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Midrash Bereishit Rabbah 22:8
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And who buried him? R’ Elazar ben Pedat said:
The birds of the sky and the kosher animals
buried him. And the Holy Blessed One gave them
their reward in the two blessings that we bless
over them - one on slaughter and the other on
covering the blood.
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